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This is pretty much another build-

ers issue :) On the right is my F7F, 

although not in this issue (it was 

in several issues of High Flight in 

the past) it brings back fond 

memories of my love of building. I 

hope you all enjoy this issue... 



             This publication: The Airborne Reader 
           is a FREE bimonthly electronic internet magazine made by, 

Michael Brown 

PO Box 69 

Bella Vista, CA 96008 

Email contact info: cabrowns@citlink.net     Phone: 530-549-3005. 

All material published in this publication is sent freely by the writers or by those 
who agree (by submitting) to have proper permission to submit said material. 

Modelers and clubs may submit anything aviation related as long as it is positive 
in message. Donations are welcome. 

If friends or family want the magazine it’s on my web site “theclearimage.com” 

How to submit an article: 
I prefer the written article to be sent in a Word doc format, and pictures sent as 
JPG files. I make all pictures 100DPI x about 4” x 6” so please try to send yours 
that size or larger.  You can send a vertical format picture so I can use it on the 
cover! 
Submitting by email is most common although you are welcome to send a CD 
containing your articles and pictures. 
You can send Word articles with the pictures imbedded, but I use Publisher to 
make this publication and I have to take every letter and picture out of those 
file types and rebuild the entire article in Publisher so PLEASE try to not do that.  

PDF articles are fine if necessary but they have to be inserted after I finish the 
issue….so try not to, but it is a way to submit.  

CLUB Event flyers 

Flyers of all types are welcome. 
Its best, (easiest for me) if you 
make your flyer a JPG or PDF. 

 Remember this is a bimonthly 
publication so send far enough 
ahead of time for it to be pub-
lished. 

 

I can’t do this without your submis-

sions. If you like what I am doing 

here and want the magazine to 

continue you must send me arti-

cles. Sorry, its just a fact. 

Phone: 530-549-3005 

Email: cabrowns@citlink.net 

Thanks Mike Brown 

http://theclearimage.com/http:/theclearimage.com/


A Quarter Scale Stearman Project 
By Tom Minger 
Continued…….. 

We went through the first 1/2 of tom’s build last issue and we continue here. 
Tom and I both hope you enjoy the build and if you want to ask any questions please do. These 
articles are meant for pure enjoyment to see a build but also to help people learn how to build 
or maybe just a new trick…...so here we go……….. 
 

The nose wheel assembly in place as the tail wheel 

The tail end of this airplane 
has a lot of machinery. My 
experience is that the more 
remote an operating feature 
is buried in your airplane, 
the more likely it is that 
there will be a problem with 
it. To help the ability to work 
on the rear machinery, I 
made a removable rear cap 
for the fuselage. Once the 
airplane is painted and as-
sembled, I will still be able 
to work on the tail wheel 
machinery and the rudder 
control cables. 

 

Mounting the tail flying 
surfaces to the fuselage 
was not difficult, but it 
was time consuming. 
First I needed to put 
enough structure at the 
aft end of the fuselage 
so the flying loads on 
the tail surfaces could 
be adequately support-
ed. 

The fuselage end cap 

The mounting structure for the horizontal stab  



I assembled the upper and lower wings to the fuselage and starting blocking up the 
fuselage and wings so that all reference points were zero-zero. Once that was done, 
the horizontal stab was set in place and adjusted so that the incidence was proper 
and it was square to the fuselage centerline. Everything was buttoned up with a layer 
of fiberglass cloth and resin. Note the lower wing is attached and a block is on the   

fuselage to accommodate a level. This is one of the most crucial assembly steps of 
any model; getting the tail glued on straight and with the correct incidence relative to 
both the wing and the fuselage. And, yes, I like to use lotsa hinges... 

 

 

 

 Gluing in the horizontal stab - tape keeps the epoxy inside the fuselage  

The Elevators with the Fake Trim Tabs  



The gaps between the flying surfaces and the fiberglass fuselage were filled with a 
epoxy/ micro balloons slurry.. 

 

The engine, both real and fake: 

 

Consistent with my goal of "practical scale" I wanted to make sure that this 
big and likely to be heavy biplane would have enough power to make 
"power" a non-issue. Originally, I was planning to install a Zenoah G-62, 
which, at the time, was the biggest engine I had ever fooled with. As the 
build proceeded, I changed my mind and opted for a DLE 85 engine. This 
is a big thumper of a power plant and should pull with authority. I must ad-
mit I was really taken back when the DLE showed up and I saw the physi-
cal size; it is substantially larger than the G-62. That forced me to rethink to 
whole front end of the airplane. 

Continued...obviously:) 

The Tail Glued in Place - Easier Than I Thought It Would be . 

 

 

Tail Assembly Done! 



DLE-85 motor mount with the short stand offs 

My goal was to make the propeller be close to the same plane that the full scale pro-
peller is located. That meant the engine needed to be mounted close to the firewall, 
which further meant the firewall needed to have a big hole punched in it so the carbu-
retor could be pushed back into the fuselage. DLE provides a slick vibration absorbing 
motor mount system with the engine, which includes relatively long engine stand offs. 
Finally, I wanted to add about three degrees of right thrust which meant that not only 
did I need shorter stand offs than those provided with the engine, I needed stand offs 
of two different lengths.  

All of this illustrates why seemingly every job I tackle changes from a afternoon effort 
to several weeks worth of frustration. 

Anyway, the vibration motor mount got located to accommodate the three degrees of 
thrust; the hole got punched in the firewall; I got a good friend to turn me stand offs of 
the required lengths. I put it all together and stood back to admire my work.  



Done...right?  
Wrong!      It turns 
out that the muf-
fler provided with 
the engine, with 
my shorter cus-
tom stand offs 
now protruded be-
yond the back of 
the motor mount 
plate. That meant 
the firewall need-
ed another hole to 
accommodate the 
muffler and the 
fiberglass fuse-
lage needed a big 
notch to clear the 
muffler.  

DLE-85 finally installed 

Carburetor hole and muffler hole  



Foolishly thinking I was now finally done, I then saw the carburetor fuel inlet nipple 
was directly hitting the motor mount plate (because of the shorter engine stand offs  I 
was using).  Hoping (I knew that Walbro carburetors had pressed in fuel nipples) that 
DLE carburetors also had pressed in nipples, I grabbed the nipple with a crescent 
wrench and started turning. The nipple got relocated without breaking and it seemed 
solid after the turning. I did coat it with JB Weld just to make sure it won't leak.  

 

 

 

 

 

Rotated fuel inlet nipple  

DLE-85 in-
stalled - note 
the fuel inlet 
nipple hitting 
the motor 

mount 



There is no point in having a Stearman unless you have the exposed radial 
engine on the front. After many evenings of surfing the Web, I managed to 
find a total of seven Williams Brothers quarter scale Wasp cylinders in a va-
riety of hobby shops, all on the East Coast. With the cylinders in hand, all I 
needed to do was to figure out how to build a crankcase on which  to mount 
them. Oh yeah, I also needed to figure out how to get the whole mess stuck 
to the front of the airplane such that the big thumper engine would not 
shake it apart on the first flight. This is what I did: 

Using my three views and the cad program, I laid out a crankcase which I 
then duplicated  in Styrofoam. 

I fiber glassed the whole thing with six ounce cloth and finishing epoxy res-
in using several layers of cloth in key locations.   

 

Once the basic structure was complet-
ed, I ground it into rough shape and 
coated the whole thing with a slurry of 
micro balloons and finishing resin. 
Finding no one willing to do it for me, I 
grabbed a sanding block and had at it. 

Styrofoam 

crankcase 

plug  

Laying  

fiberglass 

on the 

foam plug  

Left, Micro balloon and finishing resin slurry 

on the fiberglass  



Crankcase ready for fitting and fake cylinders  

Laying out where clearances needed to be cut  

Next came the task of cutting away all the parts of the fake crankcase that interfered 
with the DLE 85. 

Once I got to this point, I made some mounting tabs 
which secured the entire fake engine to the firewall 
without touching the DLE 85. The tabs were fabricat-
ed from circuit board material. It turned out that the 
mounting standoffs needed to be 45mm long, and I 
needed six of them. Great! I saw myself in front of 
the lathe for the next month trying to make six 
standoffs of the same size; once I remembered how 
to run the lathe. Then, the second stroke of luck on 
this project ( the first being Robart making 1/4 scale 
Stearman landing ger) . While perusing EBAY, I came 
across an item from Horizon Hobbies - a four pack of 
aluminum standoffs, 45 mm long for $1.79! $3.60 
later I had eight standoffs winging their way to me. 

Crankcase in place awaiting 

mounting tabs  

Holes for the cylinders cut open  

One done, 

five to go  



When I built this, I thought, 
"how long could gluing a few  
plastic parts together take?"  
Well, I took all the plastic kits, 
glues, paints, etc on a five 
week RV trip to finish up. That 
wasn't enough time. The Wil-
liams Brothers 1/4 scale cylin-
der kits are old and out of pro-
duction. The front and back 
half of the cylinder moldings 
did not match in size. Since I 
bought the seven cylinder kits 
from different sources, they 
were not all identical; pieces 
apparently changed over the 
various production runs.  

The Back Side of the Completed Fake Engine 
with Tabs and Standoffs  



The windshields….. 
The windshield frames were not difficult but they did leave room for concerns. First of 

all, the full scale frames are thin so that, model wise, they will be fragile. Second, they 

simply sit on top of the fuselage so hangar rash is inevitable. Here is my solution to 

these issues. Again using the scale three views and the CAD program, I drew the 

frame outlines and used cardboard template cut out the actual parts in 1/16" ply. 

Cardboard templates  

Right;  With any luck, this 
is where they will end up 
and stay put  

I put tabs on the plywood 
pieces to help keep the 
frames better in place on 
the fuselage.  

 

 

Left; Here are all the 
frames with securing tabs 



The Frames Ready for 
Attaching to the Fuselage 

There is always what you 

intended to do, and there 

is what actually got done. 

Arrg....  



Frames Installed  

Once in place, I fiberglassed the frames and filled the remaining gaps in my awful slot 
cutting operation with a mixture of micro balloons and finishing resin. 

Done - Except for Sanding  



The landing gear: 

Once the basic Robart landing gear structure was installed in the fuselage, next came 
the problem of making it look like Stearman landing gear.  First was the strut covers 
that everyone associates with the big biplane. I simply took a bunch of balsa chunks 
and started carving. 

The balsa chunks for the landing gear fairings 

Let the balsa chips fly...  Shaped, fiberglassed and set in place 

The fiberglass panel removed to make way for the landing gear installation 
will be made into a access hatch.  Then picture above also shows tabs be-
ing installed to which the hatch will be attached. 



The Business End of the 

Robart Gear - First 

Fitting  

The Outboard Side of the 
Landing Gear 

With Sullivan Skylite six inch wheels and the Robart gear, the landing gear started 
taking shape. Then came the problem of the wheel hubcaps. On the full scale, the 
outer cap pouches out a bit while the inner cap is flat. I first tried to make some hub-
caps out of aluminum without success. I then looked all over the place for something 
to use a form in order to make some fiberglass hubcaps. Taking my life in my hands, I 
found a ceramic bowl my wife had made some years ago.  I coated to bowl with wax 
and laid in two layers of fiberglass and epoxy. I then HID the bowl until the epoxy 
cured and I successfully completed two hubcaps without getting caught. Next page…. 



This Photo Could be the End of Me  Convex Hubcap As Popped Out 
of the Bowl 

The Flat Hubcaps Were Easy  

Hubcaps Almost Ready to Install 

Success! 

When the model is finished, the hub-
caps will be held in place by several 
dabs of Zap a Dap Goo around the di-
ameter. They will then be removable 
with a little care. 



Wing Details 

The upper wing on the full scale contain the fuel tank and several other scaly do dads. 
In addition, the entire airplane has pinking tape on all the fabric covered areas.  
 

Pinking tape and rib stitching have been written about in virtually every model maga-
zine with some great how-to articles. You can expend almost any amount of time and 
energy getting this detail completed. In my view of practical scale, and using Super 
Coverite as my choice for a covering material makes pinking tape a very easy add-on. 
All you need is a big supply of pinked strips to iron on to the covered model. I use two 
ways of cutting long strips of pinking tape from Super Coverite. First is to "borrow" 
pinking shears from the wife a spend a few evening cutting strips about 3/8" wide. The 
other choice is a wheel cutter (Omni-Grid Rotary Cutter is the one I use). It is much 
faster than using the sissors and you can get wheels with a selection of pinking cuts. I 
do have trouble with the rotary cutter  in keeping the Super Coverite laying without 
moving around. The movement causes the strip width to vary. 

All You Need is This 

and Many Hours of 

Time  

Anyway, once you get enough strips cut, just start ironing them on to the model. Use 
lotsa heat and make sure you have the pointed parts of the pinked tape ironed down 
well. If you fail to do that part, your paint job will suffer. You can see my efforts with 
this in most of the pictures in this article. This simple, tedious effort has a great finish-
ing effect on the model.  The full scale's fuel tank in the upper wing was simulated with 
thin plywood contact cemented to the Coverite covered wing. 



The First Piece Cemented in Place 

This is How I  Keep the Contact Cement Contained 

Closing in on 

Getting it Done  



Glue Dots for Rivets - Finished 

As previously mentioned, I need to put it all together every once in a while just to keep the 
enthusiasm level up. Here I am at the end of Part 2: 



End of Part 2 

More to come..... 

Painting - latex 

Cover -Other Scale details - cockpits, propeller, panel breaks, hatch hinges 

Cover - Brackets and flying wires 

Cover - The servo/radio installation 

Conclusion – Summary Cost of glues, etc 

Flying 

The Upper Wing is 100"  

Starting to Look Like a Stearman  





Michael,  Kind of a synopsis of the 1/8 Air Force Gunsmoke meet in AZ. 

Brad Osborne  

A few of you have been asking..... 

 

We had a pretty good turnout this year. I believe Austin said there was 32 entries. The 
OEAF couldn't use the big scoreboards due to high wind all weekend so I don't know 
the class breakdown. I'm pretty sure Expert had 5 entries. 

 

Several new (at least to me) models  showed up:   

-- Tim Cardin's beautiful and nostalgic Cessna Bobcat done up as "Song Bird" from 
the 1950's TV show Sky King - built from Don Smith plans - Saito radials   

-- Dave Morales Ziroli Stuka-working bomb drop, dive flaps and LOUD siren. Expertly 
flown  

-- A nicely done, large scale Pietenpol Air Camper all the way from Colorado 

-- A Wright B Flyer(!)  

-- One of the Camarillo guys had a beautiful WACO YMF entered in Expert. I think it 
was built from the Pica kit. Took 2nd place. I heard that this was his 1st contest, sure 
hope he sticks with it. Great to see a new face in Expert. 

-- A very nice Sky Master F-16 turbine, flown by John Cole's son. 

-- A neat "between-the-wars" biplane bomber (Curtiss?) that flew Friday in practice but 
did not come back Saturday. 

-- A Ziroli B-25 that went thru static but did not fly. 



As feared the weather was a huge factor with high, unstable winds beginning late Sat-
urday morning and pretty much lasting thru the weekend. The wind was very gusty 
and most of the time it was a direct crosswind. 

I was 7th in line to fly 1st round and by then my caller Mike Peck estimated the wind 
was blowing 15-18mph at 90 degrees to the runway(!). Mike kept asking "Are you sure 
you want to do this?" I should have aborted right there, but I figured the model is pretty 
forgiving, I've come all this way,  and I might get away with it.  

Should have listened to my caller.....it took me four attempts to get in the air - including 
one gigantic ground loop. Definitely the wildest flight I've had in over 40 years of RC 
UGH!!!!. Somehow got it back on the ground with just very minor damage to the right 
wingtip. VERY lucky. Scored a 73 which I thought was very generous - given that I 
couldn't recognize most of the maneuvers I was trying to do! Parked it for the rest of 
the day as the wind just did not die down. Sunday morning there was just a very slight 
crosswind breeze when I flew (starting order is inverted on Sunday) and had a good 
flight, scoring a 91.5. The crosswind was blowing again by the time 4th round began 
so I wasn't about to have a repeat of Saturday's spectacle and stood down. 



Overall we had all the ingredients for a stand-out qualifier, but with the bad weather it 
was more of a struggle to survive. The wind was effecting everyone and flight scores 
were low across the board. Unfortunately there were several banged up models due 
to the wind and several contestants chose not to fly at all. 

There was serious talk from the event organizers to move next year's Gunsmoke to 
later in the year. I sure hope this happens.     On to Hemet next month. 

Enjoy the pics Brad…..Well after brad had sent this written part he sent more so I 
added it and spread the pictures throughout both event reports! How about that! 



1/8 Air Force Gunsmoke meet in AZ continued.. 



The Mosquito is built and flown by Tom Wolfe from Santa Barbara. Got lucky with the 
camera and was able to catch his bomb release. Placed 1st in Expert. You really have 
to see this model in person to appreciate the engineering and craftsmanship, especial-
ly the landing gear which Tom designed and built. A very talented builder/pilot and a 
genuinely nice guy. 

Dave Morales and his Stuka also put on a great show, particularly the dive bomb ma-
neuver. With sirens shrieking and dive brakes deployed, he brings it down almost ver-
tically and his release point and pull out is pretty low. Couple of times I didn't think he'd 
make it. Great pilot and very entertaining to watch. Power is a G-62. This was Dave's 
first scale contest. 

All sent by Brad Osborne  



Really good to see Chris Spangenburg and his beautiful Hawker Typhoon returning to 
Gunsmoke. The model was severely damaged in a take off collision with the fence 
two years ago at GS and you can't tell it was ever damaged. Chris said the weight 
was now at 53lbs. Power is a DA-85. It was one of the few models that seemed to 
handle the wind pretty well. Placed 3rd in Expert. 



The Mosquito (previously shown. on another page)  is built and flown by Tom Wolfe 
from Santa Barbara. Got lucky with the camera and was able to catch his bomb re-
lease. Placed 1st in Expert. You really have to see this model in person to appreciate 
the engineering and craftsmanship, especially the landing gear which Tom designed 
and built. A very talented builder/pilot and a genuinely nice guy. 

 

Dave Morales and his Stuka also put on a great show, particularly the dive bomb ma-
neuver. With sirens shrieking and dive brakes deployed, he brings it down almost ver-
tically and his release point and pull out is pretty low. Couple of times I didn't think he'd 
make it. Great pilot and very entertaining to watch. Power is a G-62. This was Dave's 
first scale contest. 

 

All sent by Brad Osborne  

 

That’s it for the 2015 1/8 Air Force Gunsmoke meet in AZ….until next year.. 



The following build of the control line plane called the Argus was done by my good 
friend Rich. Rich likes to build, but he does not like to write…..(yes I am tattling on you 
Rich) so as I was interested in pictures….and wanted an article on his build, I asked 
for it. The following pages ….I mean pictures…..are what Rich sent….He’s not much 
for words but great on build skills. He intended for me to rewrite his version of the 
build through the use of the old article done in Americal Modeler in 1961….Because I 
am not into doing that….. I thought you would still enjoy Riches build. If you are a 
builder it should interest you, if you are new to building this wouldn’t be my first choice 
for you anyway so lets just enjoy what Rich has done. I will narrate captions when 
necessary…. 

Here is what Rich wrote to me…. 

Hi Mike    Attached is an article about the Argus from the American Modeler August 
1961. At the end of the article it says additional instructions appear on Group Plan 
#861 from Hobby Helpers. Could not find that article on the web before I started the 
build.  So I just went by what I though was the correct steps along the way. I think I la-
beled the photo groups when I sent them to you.  I did change the way they built the 
cowl and turtle decks from solid (yes I said Solid) Blocks of balsa. Also the engine 
cowl & air intake. I though that was a lot of extra work carving out the inside and out-
side of all those parts.  It took some thought about the assembly of the body sides dur-
ing the building of the wing. I covered it with Silk & used dope/baby  powder to seal 
the silk, then did a dope finish. The only thing is I don't think the dope today is the 
same as the 1950's / 60's. I used a Fox 35 from my 1952 stunt plane I designed. Sure 
hatted to cut open the cowl, oh well, can always glue it back I guess. Lots of memory's 
doing this build. The best thing was using today's CA. Lots faster.      Hope this will 
help you in the rewrite you do.             Rich... 

The new Argus 



Right; Plywood rib templates. 

Bottom; Because there are several ribs. 

Instead of cutting every one separate, 

several pieces of balsa are stacked togeth-

er. The template is set next to these and 

the whole thing is sanded to shape, mak-

ing all the pieces the same. 



Rich sanding the balsa ribs to the size of the plywood template 



Rich making his own fuel tank...bet its been a while since you saw someone do 

that let alone ever! 

Top left; First the outside 

shape is made. 

Top right baffle… 

Bottom; The finished tank. 

Made to size, made because 

you can… 

 

Nice work rich…. 







Rich took the Fox 35 out of the plane he designed in 1954…..it last flew in about 

1967……... 



The finished cleaned 

engine, ready to fly 

the new Argus 

The old Argus before engine removal. 



Paint next….then below the 

finished plane along with a 

couple others Rich recently 

built. As always nice work 

Rich... 



 
Replies to George Millers fiberglassing of the ARF b-17 

 
Hi George! 
Loved the "Airborne Reader" article you did on the B-17.  All your thoughts on weights, 
airfoils, etc are spot on IMHO.  I know what you mean. 
I've also had a "love-hate" affair with foamies over the years.  Like the "most Interest-
ing Man in America" says about Dos Equis Beer, "I don't always fly foamies, but when 
I do, I glass them". 
Here are a few glass jobs I thought you might like. 
#1 is my old Robbe Bae-146.  Glassed, modified, etc.  Built in 2000. 
#2 is a 62" F-100D.  It's a Fly Fly kit drastically modified and hopped up.  Glassed.  Al-
so covered in Flite Metal style (no name metal tape).  Built 2014. 
Keep up the good work George! 
Cheers- 
Ed 
 
Georges reply….HI Edward, Outstanding !!!! 
 
Beautiful jobs on both of these.  That is what it is all about.  Making it your own. 
Glad you loved the article and it sure was nice hearing from you.  
           George Miller "Katonka" 
 
On Thursday, March 5, 2015 10:55 AM, Gary <n1169g@frontier.com> wrote: 

You did a nice job but next time you might try West epoxy resin thin and strong and 
easy to do large sections 

 Gary Sorensen 
 

Hi Gary, 

Thank you for the suggestion. 

I have not heard of West epoxy or know how it works. But I will look into it and maybe 
give it a try. 

I have been using Bob Smith 15 minute epoxy for years and do like the results. 

            George Miller "Katonka" 

  

 

More from George in the coming pages……….. 

mailto:n1169g@frontier.com


THANK YOU  
                                                             

I want to start this month's article with a 
big "Thank You" to all the modelers who 
responded to my last article: "George 
Miller does a ARF".  You modelers out 
there have no idea how much we who 
write articles appreciate hearing from 
you. 

Yes, I am always working on some pro-
ject.  Usually two.  Being retired gives 
me the time and it is as much a passion 
with me as it is a hobby. 

However, I am not far enough along to write about what I am up to at this time.  I think 
you are really going to like it, but will have to wait until the next issue. 

"MISS CHAMPION"   
I was requested to do an article on this aircraft that I built a few years ago.  After the F
-4, this is my favorite aircraft. (Well, the P-51 falls in there, too)  I have always loved 
the "Golden Era" aircraft that were built for the Thompson Trophy racing, and this air-
craft was the cream of the crop.  The perfect racing design of this era.  In three years 
it won first place twice and second place once (cut a pylon, had to go around and re-
circle it and still took second).  With his previous win and the two wins with this air-
craft, Roscoe Turner had the three wins and the Tompson Trophy was his to keep. 

    



I first scratch built this aircraft as a control line model back in 1972.  It was 
awesome.  Operating flaps, opening windows, full cockpit, control stick and 
rudder pedals in the cockpit worked, scale exhaust, scale dummy radial 
and prop, all markings were hand painted - no decals.  I was really into 
competition back in those days and I think I entered it in about ten different 
contests.  It won every one of them.  "Model Airplane News" did a big 
spread on it Sept 1973.  My son has it now. 

 

 Now this one, too, is totally scratch built.  I even drew the 4-view 
(Published in 1973) it was built from and my own plans.  And as you all 
know about me already, I almost always work in fiberglass.  The nice thing 
about this is you wind up with a bunch of molds so you can always build 
another one if you lose it or decide to release one to another modeler.  The 
cowl, wheel pants, landing gear legs, scoops, and fuse are all glass.  The 
rest is built up out of balsa.  The glass on the fuselage is recessed in the 
area where the aircraft is fabric-covered so one can glue balsa stringers in 
that area and cover with fabric. 



I have included a bunch of photos here.  I think they pretty much show the construc-
tion of this aircraft.  Considering so much of it is fiberglass, there really isn't much 
complication in the construction.  Making all these molds is where the real work is. 









I am using a 26cc gas engine for power.  It is the only aircraft I have left that is not 
electric. The flaps are fully functional.  I do not use them for take-off, but do use them 
for landing. 

The dummy radial engine also had to be made.   I start out using 7 of the "William 
Brother's" cylinders and making my own case to match the R-1830 P&W Twin Row 
Wasp.  And then I hand carve the scale prop. 



I could not get any pilot that looked right or was the right size.  So I actually took a pi-
lot figure and totally sectioned it out to make a pilot that was the correct size and 
wearing the correct clothing that Roscoe always wore.  Never done this before.  The 
yellow is showing where the pilot was sectioned to do this.  Pretty neat, huh?  The 
cockpit has the scale instrument panel, seat back, rib siding, throttle and flap control. 



The only place where I deviated from scale is that I put a wheel in the tail skid and 
made the whole skid turn. 

 

The aircraft is painted with PPG automotive paint.  I knew a person who had one of 
those fancy printers that print white and we made our own decals.  When finished, a 
PPG clear coat was the final touch. 

 

And does this baby fly !!!!  It is awesome.  This design makes it so.  If you go to the 
site listed on my header, click on my latest projects,  and then click again on "Miss 
Champion"  you will see a video of it flying. 

 

 

You may be asking yourself why I would build an aircraft to all this detail and competi-
tion caliber and not enter it in competition?   

 

Been there - done that.  I do it for myself.  It is just how I am.       George Miller 





3RD ANNUAL MERWIN RANCH MEMORIAL FUN FLY   
APRIL 4TH AND 5TH 2015 

 

Wow how time flies.  It just seems like a bit ago the 2ND Merwin Ranch 

Memorial was held.  Another year gone by.  But, not without the 

excitement of attending an RC event.  The Mather Aerospace Modelers in 

Sacramento County or the Mather AFB site is where the clubs calls home.  

The field is affectionately known as the Gene Hughes Field.  I knew Gene 

well and what a great person.  Lots of great memories.   



    

CD’s in charge this year were  Keith Fick and Norman Poynter.    Saturday 

night was the killer BBQ.  Tri Tip and Chicken and all the fixins.  Plus take 

homes for dinner the next 3 nights.  Fantastic food.    

The weather was great on Friday and Saturday.  Lots of flying by the 25 

pilots who turned out for the event.  Great support by the pilots.  Sunday 

called for a hint of rain but it held off until late Sunday afternoon.   

Good assortment of aircraft this time.  There were jets flown by Rudy and 

Keith that wowed the crowd.  The big TOC planes doing the 3D stuff, so 

impressive to watch. 

 



 



A few warbirds 

turned up.  P47’s, 

T28, an airplane 

that Monty Welch 

brought out which 

is a Westland 

Wyvern.  

Something you do 

not see at a meet.  

Very unusual.  But 

flew great.   All 

very good flyers.  

Fun was had by 

all. 

  The raffle was great.  Dave Sullivan was numb from the 14 prizes that he 

won.  Unbelievable to say the least.   

 

 

Where do you 

get that kind of 

karma is what 

I need to 

know.  I could 

buy the whole 

roll but one 

and still not 

win.  I 

consider it a 

good donation 

to the club.    

 



  Keith Fick brought out an old Smith Biplane that was a crowd pleasure for 

sure.  Oldy but a goody.  Great sound and incredible smoke system.  

Wowsers….. 

  Myself, I brought out a Gilmore or Red Lion racer from the 30’s.  Lots of 

cool stuff. 

So check out the pics and maybe try and make it next year. 

Thanks goes out to the MASM for hosting and special thanks to Norman 

and Keith.  Keep it alive you guys. 

Till next time. 

Your bud, 

Rick Maida  



We have been following this Stearman project of Jerry Neubergers for a 

time….here is a bit more...step by step. 

From jerry…... 

Took me a month of 

brooding and elbow 

grease, but finally got 

over my angst over 

the poorly done blue 

paint and got all the 

bleed fixed. So last 

weekend I got out the 

red paint and spray 

gun and shot the red. 

 

Thanks to the hints 

and tips from the 

great guys on R/C 

Scale Builder, my 

paint technique is im-

proving and the red came out MUCH better.  

First time she's been together in all her painted splendor.  

 

 

Making decals right now 

and hope to have them 

ready to print and apply 

this coming weekend (if 

work doesn't get in the 

way) 



WELCOME BACK TO CROWS LANDING. 

13 SEPT 2015 

 

AIRCRAFT VENUE:  HIGH PERFORMANCE, GIANT SCALE, JETS, 

WARBIRDS, RACERS AIRCRAFT THAT NEED LOTS OF RUNWAY 

SPACE HERE IS YOUR CHANCE. 

IT'S OFFICIAL.  WE HAVE OUR DAY AT CROWS LANDING.  ALL OF THE 

I'S ARE DOTTED AND THE T'S ARE CROSSED.  INSURANCE IS SET-

TLED AND SANCTION HAS BEEN SUBMITTED. 

TIME TO GET SERIOUS ALL.  WE NEED TO THINK ABOUT PORT-A-

POTTIES.  ANYONE INTEREST IN VOLUNTEERING TO DO THE DUTY 

OF GETTING A COUPLE OF PORT-A-POTTIES OUT THERE.  DO NOT 

BE SHY. STEP UP AND GRAB THE BULL BY THE HORNS.   

   

I WILL BE GETTING THERE ON SATURDAY AFTERNOON  TO DO ANY 

KIND OF SET UP.  

BRINGING MY MOTORHOME TO BE BASECAMP FOR REGISTERING, 

PILOTS MEETINGS IF NEEDED. 

 

IF ANYONE WANTS TO COME OUT AND WORK ON FLIGHT LINE LO-

GISTICS AND SO FORTH FEEL FREE TO COME OUT. 

FLIGHT TIMES WILL BE FROM SUNUP TO SUNDOWN.  

SEE CROWS LANDING FLY DAY AREA MAP  

WE HAVE THE WHOLE AREA 


