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Modair Industries F7F with Clay lacy’s #4 @ Reno Air races 2009. My good friend 

Rich Jennings and I built the kit for Charlie the owner of Modair for High Flight 

magazine. I wrote a series of three build articles and 1 flight article with this pic-

ture on the cover of the 4th issue. Although a tad heavy it flew just fine. It also 

looked super cool and sounded even better in the air. 



             This publication: The Airborne Reader 
           is a FREE bimonthly electronic internet magazine made by, 

Michael Brown 

PO Box 69 

Bella Vista, CA 96008 

Email contact info: cabrowns@citlink.net     Phone: 530-549-3005. 

All material published in this publication is sent freely by the writers or by those 
who agree (by submitting) to have proper permission to submit said material. 

Modelers and clubs may submit anything aviation related as long as it is positive 
in message. Donations are welcome. 

If friends or family want the magazine it’s on my web site “theclearimage.com” 

How to submit an article: 
I prefer the written article to be sent in a Word doc format, and pictures sent as 
JPG files. I make all pictures 100DPI x about 4” x 6” so please try to send yours 
that size or larger.  

Submitting by email is most common although you are welcome to send a CD 
containing your articles and pictures. 

You can send Word articles with the pictures imbedded, but I use Publisher to 
make this publication and I have to take every letter and picture out of those 
file types and rebuild the entire article in Publisher so PLEASE try to not do that.  

PDF articles are fine if necessary but they have to be inserted after I finish the 
issue….so try not to, but it is a way to submit.  

CLUB Event flyers 

Flyers of all types are welcome. Its 
best, (easiest for me) if you make 
your flyer a JPG after its finished. A 
PDF flyer is very welcome as well, but 
has to be added after I convert my 
publication.. Remember this is a bi-
monthly publication so send far 
enough ahead of time for it to be 
published. 

 

I can’t do this without help folks. If 

you want the magazine to continue 

you must send me articles. Sorry, 

its just a fact. 

Phone: 530-549-3005 

Email: cabrowns@citlink.net 

Thanks Mike brown 

http://theclearimage.com/http:/theclearimage.com/


This is a reprint of an article I wrote for the very first issue. 

Camp Far West, a float fly in Northern California 

Hosted by the Associated modelers of Sacramento, the event was May 13, 14, 15, 16 and 17th 2009 
As was reported by Rick and Merriam Maida there was plenty of Food, Flying and Fun. Lots of Sun, 
Friendship, a Raffle and a big ole lake all for us. Wow what a fantastic flyin these guys put on.  Very 
relaxed, very enjoyable.  Hats off and a job well done to John Sorenson and John Hainlen.  This event 
has been going on since 1976.  A hidden secret.   



The camping facilities are great, lots of shade trees and we had the 
whole area for just the pilots, their families and friends.  Pretty cool. 

Total count for entries came to 39 pilots. 

So if you have a plane swinging from the garage rafters, slap a set of 
floats on it and come join the fun next year.  Date is always the 
weekend before Memorial weekend. 

Close to Roseville and Lincoln or Rocklin California. 

Contact John Sorenson @ 916-216–0384 



A brief history of the Reno Radio Control Club, Inc. 

                          AMA # 696 ----renorcclub.org 

 
The year 2015 is the 50th anniversary of the Reno Radio Control Club, Inc as an entity.  In 1964, we 

started as a group of radio control airplane modelers meeting in each others homes to discuss last 

weeks flights and exchange building ideas with desert at the end of the evening.  In 1965 we formally 

organized the club with officers and in 1970 we incorporated the club as a non-profit in the state of 

Nevada.  We have grown to about 85 members with formal monthly meetings and lease a 10 acre 

piece of land from the of BLM north of Reno, Nevada. We have a 75 x 600 foot paved strip and a 

smaller cross runway.  Field amenities include sunshades, a large metal storage building, large tables 

for model assembly, a block outhouse and safety fencing between the strip and the pit area. There is 

also a large concrete pad for helicopter pilots. Models seen at the field include powered foam gliders 

up to 1/3 scale giants. Power is provided by electric motors, nitro and gas engines and hot air from the 

pilots.   

 

Changes from the beginning include flying on a large dry lake bed, to a dirt runway amid sagebrush 

then to a paved strip south of Reno, then to a little used runway at a military airport and finally to our 

current field.  Funds for this growth was generated by raffles held during the annual Reno National Air 

Races at the Stead Airport.  We sold raffle tickets for ready to fly models during the day of the races 

while we flew demonstration flights for the crowds waiting for the races to begin.  This went on for 

several years until we had to stop the flight demonstrations because of earlier start times for the show 

and when full size planes started parking on the apron we used for our shows. 

 

We currently have several club events each year including T-34 races, scale and pattern contests, a 

helicopter roundup and fun flys. Float flying is popular during the summer. During these years we 

have adopted grade schools for aviation programs and members have given numerous talks and 

demonstrations about modeling. We have held several fund raisers for local charities and have shown 

our models at mall shows and airport open houses.  We also have a buddy box training program for 

new members to the hobby. 

 

Our AMA participation is a point of pride too.  We were the host club for the 7th RC Scale World 

Championships, (also referred to as Aeroscale) held in Reno on June 13-19. 1982. The participants 

said the scale to weigh the models we provided was the most accurate they had ever seen and several 

of the participants had to remove some ounces before judging. The Reno Nats. was held in Reno Au-

gust 5-12 1984 and RRCC provided support as the host club.  Nats headquarters and indoor was at the 

Reno Convention Center, RC Pattern, Pylon, Scale and CL at Reno-Stead Airport.  FF, RC Heli and 

RC soaring was at separate auxiliary sites including our south Reno field.  The Reno '88 Fun Fly and 

convention, (FF, CL, and RC) was June 24-26,1988) and was held at our current field. There was also 

an international SAM Champs held in Reno from June 12-16,1989.  We participated in the August 17, 

2013 National Model Aviation Day Wounded Warrior Project at our field and raised $657.00.  The 

AMA awarded the Reno Radio Control Club, Inc. the Academy Award of Excellence for our assis-

tance in the events held in Reno, Nevada. 

 

Submitted by Tom White, Secretary RRCC.  

 



Reno Radio Control Club 

On a sunny day 



Here are some pictures of the Reno Radio Controlled clubs last balloon 
bust. They had 12 pilots with weather conditions that were manageable. 
John Hunter 1st 11pts, Lanny Shorts 2nd 9pts, Dan Mitchell 3rd 8pts, Bob 
Barnett and Guy Kent tied for 4th 7pts, John Morrison and Chip Haynes 
tied for 5th 4pts.  

I want to thank everybody for coming and helping out.  
  

Activities Director  Chip Haynes 





Jerry Neuberger’s  stearman 
 
"Build something, send pictures", Geez, after all the projects and pictures you're still not satis-
fied. We're going to need to have some serious words when next I see you in person! 
 
So here's the latest project, 87" Ziroli Stearman built from Ziroli plans and a PCK short kit. 
Planning to move up to Open class, so this one is taking a little more time to build because of 
the detail that I need to be competitive in Open. Radio will be FrSky Taranis, Power by DA 60. 

I don’t know about you but I think Jerry enjoys sending us pictures of his builds! I know I like 

him too. 

Makes me want to start gluing sticks together, and as a matter of fact I spent the day cleaning 

on my shop so I can start a project soon….don’t know what but something…  Mike 





 "JOHN MONTGOMERY" &  Stick and Tissue 

 

This form of model construction is as old as model aircraft itself. I can date it back to 
1882 with John Montgomery. 
 
In 1882, John Montgomery was the person who, through the study of birds, discov-
ered that the curvature of the wing is what makes a bird fly, not the flapping.  This is 
the principle of "Lift" and man's attempt to fly stems from there. 
 
Through birds he learned about wing loading, center of gravity, area rules, control sur-
face movement, and it goes on and on.   
 
John built "Stick and Tissue" (actually silk back then) models of his designs and then 
built the full size aeroplanes basically the same way. 
 
In 1884 John Montgomery was the very first person to ever fly.  It was a non-powered 
glider, but he did have control of the flight surfaces. 
 
John Montgomery discovered shortly after his first flight that he suffered from severe 
vertigo.  He was told by his doctor to not fly again.  He hired a pilot to fly his 
"aeroplanes" (the word "aeroplane" is contributed to him ).  They would tow them to 
altitude with a balloon, release them and have flights up to 20 minutes.  In a structure 
failure, his pilot died. 



John continued his aircraft work and was working on a powered aeroplane back in 
1886. He felt his diagnosis of having Vertigo was incorrect and decided to test fly his 
powered version as a glider before the powered flight. It flew perfect, but  about 5 
minutes into the flight, John suffered Vertigo, and unable to control the aeroplane, he 
crashed and shortly died. "Can you see the sadness in this???  The man dedicated to 
the discovery of flight, unable to fly!!!" 
I have found it interesting through asking a lot of people,  how many people do not 
know of John Montgomery.  I think news and publicity were not what they were later in 
time with the Wright Brothers. 
In the U.S. we like to think they were the first to fly a powered aeroplane.  That is open 
to debate. But John Montgomery was the first man to ever fly. 
 

                                        "DOUGLAS DC-6" [larger type] 

This is a model I received as a Christmas gift a few years ago.  I think it is one of the 
finest models of "Stick and Tissue" there is.   

I contribute this amazing piece of art to "Pat Tritle" and it is kitted by "Dare Models".   
Other than a couple minor modifications, all I did was glue it together. 

My original plan was to make this an RC model.  But when I got it finished to this 
stage, I could see the beauty of this model at this stage and felt taking it any further 
would do nothing but deter from this art. 

So it hangs in my shop as a piece of art and my remembrance of "John Montgomery". 

Suggested reading:  "Quest for Flight - John J. Montgomery and the Dawn of Aviation 

in the West" by Craig S. Harwood 

Suggested Viewing:   "Gallant Journey:  The story of John Montgomery". 

 

George Miller. 



Here's a short blurb. 
 
A life-long Stinson Reliant nut, I kit-bashed  this 59", wingspan, 38-ounce, electric powered 
model from a a Pat Trite SR-10 short kit into an earlier SR-7 flat panel windshield version in 
2010.  
Power is a Scorpion 3008-32 outrunner, 11x7 APC prop. 3S 2200mah lipo. Has Hitec Optima 7 
receiver and 3-position flaps operating two servos with Y cable. Flaps are trimmable and have 
slowed servo action. Cockpit is fully detailed with seats and steering wheel controls, and pan-
eled in my "folk-art" style. Graphics are by Callie Graphics and are based on a 1937 Pepsi Cor-
porate aircraft .  
 
After some nice flights, the right wing slid off the mounting tubes  due to the right wing strut 
attachment coming undone at the fuselage. After some six months of repairs and beefing up 
wing strut attachments, etc., I was "afraid" of re-maidening it. I finally got up the nerve re-
cently and it was a non-event.  
Model is very stable, takes off and lands gently with or without flaps. I am not using elevator 
offset with flaps, no real ballooning tendencies at low landing speed. I normally fly with ailer-
on/rudder mix. Model likes to make nice large loops after a slight dive. 
 



You can read my much-too-long original build thread on RC Groups here:  
http://www.rcgroups.com/forums/showthread.php?t=1236193&highlight=tritl+reliant 
Here's my repair thread:  
http://www.rcgroups.com/forums/showthread.php?t=1654366 
Here's my Reliant Flies Again thread: 
http://www.rcgroups.com/forums/showthread.php?t=2257699 
I enjoy sharing my lunacy over Stinson SR-7 Reliants that started when I was ten years old in 
the early 50's with the Comet FF rubber kit 
 
Gary Gullikson, Garden Grove, CA  

http://www.rcgroups.com/forums/showthread.php?t=1236193&highlight=tritl+reliant
http://www.rcgroups.com/forums/showthread.php?t=1654366
http://www.rcgroups.com/forums/showthread.php?t=2257699




 "MrRCsound" 

  A product review by:  George Miller  

 

I wrote a article for my club newsletter a few years back.  It was called: "The Wave of 

the Future".  Mike of "Airborne Reader" read the article and re-printed it in his E-

magazine.  Ken of AMA's "Model Aviation" read it there and re-printed it in their maga-

zine. 

It was all about electric power for model aircraft.  One of the things I mentioned in it 

was the day would come when there would be sound for electric model aircraft and it 

would be programmable to the aircraft you are modeling. 

Well it has happened.  Andrew of "MrRCsound" has done it. 

I received the latest version, "V4.1", in the mail in December.  I received the unit 

which comes with a TT-25 Transducer, another TT-25, and two Max2-SPL speakers. 

These TT-25's are not actual speakers.  They attach to the foam (or balsa) and actu-

ally use the fuselage as a sounding board.  They are much lighter and smaller than 

speakers. 

The unit comes in a very nice little box. 

I open this box to start reading the instructions.  And to my surprise, here is a DVD !!!  

I place the DVD in my computer and I am again totally surprised.  This DVD has eve-

rything you can imagine.  It has a whole file full of Images, a file full of written instruc-

tions, a file full of video and video instructions.  I have never seen instructions so de-

tailed as these.  Even the videos show his testing the unit with a DB meter and videos 

of models flying with it.  Really impressive.  

 

The unit I got has sound for 6 different engines:  Lycoming, Marlin V-12, Continental, 

Daimler Benz, Pratt & Whitney Double Wasp, and Turbine.  Push one little button on 

the unit and it tells you what sound you are using.  He also supplies a simple-to-

change chip that  will give the unit WWI sounds or another one for WWII and multi en-

gine  sounds.  And it also has a volume control screw on the unit. 

 

 



And all these sounds are more than just the sound.  Your first movement of the throttle 

and the unit goes into a complete scale start up sequence and finishes with being at 

an idle.  You advance the throttle and the sound increases and matches your throttle.  

You land, taxi to the pits, pull the throttle to the bottom and the sound is of the scale 

engine shutting down. 

It also has servo connections which will produce sounds of guns, whistling, pilot chat-

ter and gun flashes and lighting using LEDs. 

Andrew has not missed a trick here.  Not only does it produce these sounds, but it al-

so serves as a "Aircraft Finder":  Crash your aircraft, pull the throttle back, and in three 

minutes the unit starts putting out a loud intermited buzzing sound.   

Through the years I have used all sorts of manufacturers product.  And if you have 

read articles by me, you know I tell it like it is. 

This product, the quality of it, the presentation of it, the instructions, and everything I 

can think of is without a doubt, the best I have ever seen. 

How much weight will it add to your model?   All of 3.7 ounces !!!  And it is also pow-

ered by your Lipo, up to 8 cell. 

 

 



The instruction are very precise and simple to understand.  It comes with written in-

structions and a complete video of it being installed in a typical ARF made of foam.  It 

is so simple to install, one can do it in about a hour or so.  It is so simple to install that I 

am not even going to get into it here.  You want it, just buy it, you can do it. 



But as you can guess, George Miller is in another ball park as usual.   

The unit has been installed in foam aircraft and also wood aircraft.  But Andrew has 

not experimented with placing one of these units in a fiberglass model aircraft.  So not 

only was I reviewing the product, but I was also testing the product to see how it would 

work in a glass model. 

I first thought I would need to shape a piece of foam to the inside of the glass fuselage 

and attach the speaker to it.  This did seem to work.  I had good sound. 

But I also decided to just attach one of these TT-25 transducers directly to the side of 

the glass fuselage and see what happens. 

To my surprise, the glass fuselage works as a sounding board even better than it does 

to foam in my opinion.  I swear I am getting even more sound than the 110 decibels 

Andrew is getting in his testing.  And very rich sound at that, with plenty of bass.  I did 

attach a second TT-25 to the oposite side of the fuselage.  I used thick CA to attach 

these TT-25's to the glass.   I would not want to be louder, it would not be good for the 

fellow modelers at the field. 



So needless to say, I am very, very pleased with this product.  It sure impressed the 

fellow modelers at the field. 

 

 

So order one !!!!  "It is the wave 

of the future" 

 

 

 

 

 

Web site: www.MrRCsound.com            E-mail: mrrcflying@mrrcsound.com 

Address:   Mr RCSound   P.O.Box 815    Corning, NY  14830 



Doesn’t the P-51 look real? Remove that aileron linkage and it just might pass…. 
 
Below right: Photographers like the gal pictured here are at every event. Ask for a CD of 
their pictures and you will get a yes often. Burn me a copy or send me that one and I 
will put some pictures here in this newsletter. Remember they don’t have to be perfect or 
taken with a fancy camera. If you enjoy them its fine with me! 
 

Bottom left; District 10 AVP John Lockwood presenting awards at the 2009 event, hi 
John! 

Every event has a club member, a friend or 
family member...taking pictures, ask them for 
pictures of your events to get them published 
here in your magazine.  

This is a reprint from our first issue. 

Looking back brings back lots of good 

memories and good friends. One of 

the best John Lockwood shown be-

low. Good to see that smiling face, it’s 

been far too long.  



Check out their event schedule @ Frcm.org! 

2009 was a good 

year! 



 Fresno Radio Modelers Memorial Day Big Bird event, Fresno, CA.  May, 2009.  

Contest director John Lockwood is holding the early morning pilots meeting. Safety, flight 

pattern and any other necessary field rules are laid out to all the pilots at these necessary 

meetings. Oh yeah, and usually what’s for lunch!. Be sure to attend one of Fresno’s many 

events held each year. They range from regular fun flys to club racing, IMAA, Giant scale, 

jet and more. They always have a full event schedule and they are always good events. 

This electric powered, scratch built B-36 and many other fine war birds were at Fresno.  
To check the Fresno radio modelers event dates go to frcm.org, their club web site.  

You won’t find a better group of guys. Yes the B-36 in mine...and Riches... 



I published a personal opinion article.  

It offended people. 

I apologize. 

I was asked to print a reply and I am now declining.  

I just don’t want any of that in here, let alone any more. 

 

To those involved again, I apologize.  

 

It was not my opinion ….not that that should matter. I have always said anybody 

can write what they want as long as it isn’t against anybody, a manufacturer di-

rectly , is positive in nature …  

and I, me, should NOT have printed the article. 

It will never happen again. 

 

 

Its hard enough publishing this for the past 4 1/2 years, let’s keep it fun, inter-

esting, and most important….positive in content. 

 

Mike Brown your editor. 


