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             This publication: The Airborne Reader 
           is a FREE bimonthly electronic internet magazine made by, 

Michael Brown 

PO Box 69 

Bella Vista, CA 96008 

Email contact info: cabrowns@citlink.net     Phone: 530-549-3005. 

All material published in this publication is sent freely by the writers or by those 
who agree (by submitting) to have proper permission to submit said material. 

Modelers and clubs may submit anything aviation related as long as it is positive 
in message. Donations are welcome. 

If friends or family want the magazine it’s on my web site “theclearimage.com” 

How to submit an article: 
I prefer the written article to be sent in a Word doc format, and pictures sent as 
JPG files. I make all pictures 100DPI x about 4” x 6” so please try to send yours 
that size or larger.  

Submitting by email is most common although you are welcome to send a CD 
containing your articles and pictures. 

You can send Word articles with the pictures imbedded, but I use Publisher to 
make this publication and I have to take every letter and picture out of those 
file types and rebuild the entire article in Publisher so PLEASE try to not do that.  

PDF articles are fine if necessary but they have to be inserted after I finish the 
issue….so try not to, but it is a way to submit.  

CLUB Event flyers 

Flyers of all types are welcome. Its 
best, (easiest for me) if you make 
your flyer a JPG after its finished. A 
PDF flyer is very welcome as well, but 
has to be added after I convert my 
publication.. Remember this is a bi-
monthly publication so send far 
enough ahead of time for it to be 
published. 

Product reviews now accepted 

If you make a product or your compa-

ny does and you would like it re-

viewed in this publication, please con-

tact me by phone or email @ 

Phone: 530-549-3005 

Email: cabrowns@citlink.net 

Thanks Mike brown 

http://theclearimage.com/http:/theclearimage.com/


 

Meet our new full time 
Safety Column Writer! 

Tim J. Stahlke 
 

His first work is called 
 

A Mind Toward Safety   
 

 Tim belongs to one of my favorite clubs 
the Santa Clara County Model Aircraft SkyPark 
or (SCCMAS). I have always been impressed 
with the club and have spoken many time of it 
here in these pages . Tim is also their Safety 
Officer so know we have a good writer. 

See paged 9 and 10 for his first article for us. 

 

Thanks for joining us Tim! 

 Last issue I reported on the 

Drag N Fly kit that was being built 

for this publication. I had said we 

would have a final covering and gear 

installation article, along with a few 

first flight photos.  

 I am sorry to say the build has 

gone no further with the builder not 

feeling up to the task because of his 

health. A few of you showed interest 

and hopefully the project will be done 

soon. 

Lets all wish him a quick recovery so 

we can see the completed model fly! 

Get well Otis! 

No more IMAA? 
I am sure many of you have heard, the Officers and Board members of the 
IMAA have decided the IMAA could no longer function. Membership was just 
to low. I know these men and know full well this was the last thing they wanted 
to do. Many have been with the organization for many years. It was a part of 
them, a part of their lives and their hobby like most will never know. 

 

The IMAA did so much for this hobby in its 34 years, most will never know.  

 

I am hoping we will be receiving an article from a person that was a part of the 
organization for quite some time. Telling of some of his experience. After our 
conversation I am sure it will take him some time to be able to even write 
about it, so.... Until then…. remember this.. you only get out of this hobby what 
you put into it.     If you truly enjoy the hobby, support it. Help it. Protect it! 



AMA Files Petition for Review of FAA’s Interpretive Rule 
 

Today the Academy of Model Aeronautics (AMA) filed a Petition for Review in the 
United States Court of Appeals for the D.C. Circuit challenging the FAA’s Interpre-
tation of the Special Rule for Model Aircraft published in the Federal Register on 
June 25, 2014. 

The AMA believes that the FAA’s Interpretive Rule is contrary to the text and in-
tent of the FAA Modernization and Reform Act of 2012, Public Law 112-95, and vi-
olates Congress’ specific prohibition on any new rules or regulations regarding 
model aircraft that are operated pursuant to a community-based organization’s 
standards. The FAA’s purported interpretation effectively establishes an array of 
new regulations that model aircraft enthusiasts have never been subject to in the 
past, and poses an immediate and direct hardship on model aviation. 

“Model aviation is a wholesome family recreational and educational activity,” said 
AMA Executive Director Dave Mathewson. “Aeromodeling has been a stepping-
stone to careers in aviation and aerospace for many young people in this country, 
and AMA is concerned that the FAA’s interpretation of the law will diminish our 
ability to continue to be the pipeline for young talent that will become the next 
generation of engineers this country so sorely needs.” 

Although AMA has worked cooperatively with the FAA in the past, and hopes to 
continue to do so, the AMA has filed its petition for review within 60 days of the 
issuance of the FAA interpretation, by necessity, in order to assert its legal rights. 

“The AMA has worked collaboratively and in good faith with the FAA’s Unmanned 
Aircraft Systems Integration Office for many years and will continue to do so as we 
attempt to work through our differences concerning the interpretive rule,” said 
AMA President Bob Brown. 

To learn more about the AMA’s advocacy efforts, and how you can help, visit: 
http://www.modelaircraft.org/aboutama/gov.aspx. 

View the full press release online: http://www.modelaircraft.org/files/
AMAFilesPetitionforReviewofFAAsInterpretiveRule.pdf. 

http://www.modelaircraft.org/aboutama/gov.aspx
http://www.modelaircraft.org/files/AMAFilesPetitionforReviewofFAAsInterpretiveRule.pdf
http://www.modelaircraft.org/files/AMAFilesPetitionforReviewofFAAsInterpretiveRule.pdf


Twin B-36’s...well almost… 

You may recall the B-36 My friend Rich and I built a couple years ago 
(shown above). 

It was a lot of fun to build and flies really well. It got a lot of exposure in 
High Flight, the IMAA magazine as I was writing for it at the time. 

About 2 years ago a guy by the name of Jens from Denmark asked a lot of 
questions about it, the materials we used, specs etc,... 

Below is a recent email received from him……. He says... 

 Better late than never: Here we go with my B36. Finally I was able to put 3 
beautiful flights on her. The plane turned out to fly beautiful! Very stable, 
very controllable. Slow landings without any attempt's of stall. 

Continued…. 



 Here are the specs. in shortform: Nearly same size as yours 

1x 11,1V 8000mAh battery, 5.2 Kg weight, Glassed, not yet painted 

Air retracs, 6x flap, 3 piece wing 

Removeable elevator (each 1x servo), 11 servos in total 

And the very best is I can fly mine on 50% throttle easily. After 7 minutes flight time I 
charged apprx. 1900 mAh back into my battery. The retracted gear makes a huge dif-
ference I can tell you. I started with apprx. 10° flaps down on wet short grass field and 
I was fine. 

Too bad we can’t fly together with both models.        Cheers, Jens 



Pictures of the plane painted and fully finished have been asked for, along with some 

flight pictures.  Although the two look very similar and seem to be... our power system 

is a bit different. We have 6 independent power systems. 6 motors, 6 speed control-

lers 6 batteries. Our flight time has been 7 plus minutes with 2200mah packs taking 

about 1 amp to recharge. Our weight is 25lbs so this might be a tad smaller, we’ll see! 



Well Jens got back to us be-

fore this issue went out so I 

am adding what I got. Now 

words from him just pictures 

but still cool. 

Pics 1&2 show his hot wire 

cutting fuse pieces, our differ-

ence is we cut a whole 8’ sec-

tion at one time...both work 

just fine/ 

Picture 3. the fuse where the 

wing saddle is going in. Pic 4 

is Jens in his shop, and 5 is 

the fuse further along on the 

floor . Much more complete. 

1 
2 

3 

4 

5 



Picture 6 is the foam core for the vertical 

stabilizer., picture 8 is a much more fin-

ished sheeted version that is shaped, 

sanded and with the rudder in place, 

hinged, and attached to the fuse..   

Picture 7 (upper right) shows the spar 

Jen’s made and where it went into the wing. Ours went all the way and tied into the 

inner and outer nacelles. To each as they say when building. Both being electric I am 

not sure it matters. Now that I know his plane is very close to out 128 3/4” and several 

pounds lighter I see some of the why and this is a perfect example. Out nacelles are 

fiberglass also and we built in a sheeted access through the entire muddle of our fuse. 

Its strong but surely added weight over Jen’s version. Both are just fine as ours flies 

absolutely like a dream, as it sounds Jen’s does. I always say...its up to the builder to 

build his or her plane the way they feel it needs to be built so they feel good about it. 

Both are beautiful and both fly great, what more can you ask for…..to get to fly them 

together!   Pic 9 shows the fuse and wing together. 
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10 

11 

Picture 10 shows the wing without 

tips, but shows place for the flaps, 

nacelles, retracts etc…. 

Looks very nicely built. 

Picture 11 shows the nacelles closer 

and the removable balsa cover that 

will go over the electric motor. 

Picture 12 shows the retractable tail 

wheel and its steering servo. 

 

I apologize in advance for no good 

specs, for well everything. I have 

asked for it and will check soon. 

Hopefully we can have a last page or 

two of flight pictures and the com-

plete specifications of everything for 

our next issue. 

 

Great work to Jen’s. 

I know I love to fly ours and really 

wish Denmark wasn’t so far away! 

Then we could fly together!!!  

12 



 A Mind Toward Safety  

 Tim J. Stahlke  

  Sept 2014 

Greetings Airborne Readers-  

  When Mike Brown contact-

ed me about writing a safety 

column for the Airborne 

Reader, I didn’t hesitate to 

accept!  

I’d like to thanks Kelly Collin 

for getting us hooked up. 

 I’m the safety officer at Santa Clara County Model Aircraft SkyPark (SCCMAS) 

aka “Tomcats” field in Northern California, Morgan Hill to be exact. Our beloved 

Tomcats field incorporates many physical safety areas built into a great layout and de-

sign,  even the many guests showing up for a ’look-see’ notice this as they arrive at 

the field. Starting from the parking area, you notice the spectator area/ flight-

preparation area (also referred to as the "pits"), Start-up areas (beyond the spectator 

fence), and ample room from the pits to the runway. This excellent field layout builds 

in a safety factor with clearly delineated Red “no fly” zones.  

 Of course a good safe field layout is a start, but the real key safety ingredient 

lies in each pilot, an awareness, a good, safe attitude during the days flying activities.  

 We show up at any field or event and are excited about flying. But we should 

slow down, not be hurried and stressed out, tired, distracted, or overconfident when 

we prepare our planes and ourselves to fly. 

 Mike and I talked about the benefits of mandatory safety inspections, hosted at 
many events, as we have both had favorite airplanes saved by the keen eye of an in-
spector. 
 All this precludes the all important steps of preparing your aircraft for a safe 
flight, the preflight check of your aircraft, finally getting the engine running, and taxing 
the aircraft to the active.  

Preflight Checklist (From AMA Guidelines) 

1) Mechanical and Visual: The first precheck is mechanical. Thoroughly inspect the exterior 
of the aircraft; look for loose, damaged, or torn covering or structural damage. Pull-test 
the wheel collars to make sure they are secure. Ensure that the wheels roll freely.   

Preflight continued next page…. 



Preflight continues here... 

If you find any damage, take the model back to the pits and complete any needed re-

pairs. You will be happier for doing so. Make sure that all bolts and screws—engine 

bolts, muffler bolts, wheel collars, wing-mounting bolts, screws holding the landing gear, 

and servo mounting screws—are tight. Torque the propeller nut as tight as you can get it 

with a 6-inch wrench or one of the four-way wrenches to keep the propeller from spinning 

off during the starting process.  

  2) Control: Do the controls for the aircraft move easily, without binding? Do they go the 

correct direction when you move the control stick?  

    Pay particular attention to the ailerons since they are easily reversed with modern radi-

os. Stand behind the aircraft. If you move the aileron control stick for a right turn, the right 

aileron should travel in the upward direction and the left aileron should travel in the 

downward direction.  

    Pull on the control surfaces to check the hinges' integrity. Sometimes a hinge will 

break or pull out of the slot where it was glued because of vibration or rough treatment.  

  3) Battery: Inspecting the battery can be done two ways. You can measure its voltage 

with a voltmeter that places a load on your receiver's power circuit and confirm that the 

power indicator on your transmitter registers more than 80%. The other way is to verify 

that the transmitter and receiver batteries are charged for 12 hours the night before you 

fly. For you electric power flyers, the flight battery needs the same attention and many 

are charging real time for multiple flights at the field. 

  4) Radio: Item 1 of the AMA Safety Code for RC flight states, "I will have completed a 

successful radio equipment ground range check before the first flight of a new or re-

paired model aircraft."  

    To perform this inspection, have someone watch the aircraft while you stand 30 pac-

es—roughly 100 feet—from it with the transmitter antenna collapsed. Hold the transmitter 

in a horizontal position with both hands so the control sticks point straight up and the an-

tenna stub is pointing directly at the model. This configuration will give the worst signal 

reception, which is what you want for this test.  Move the controls to activate the servos 

while your observer verifies their proper operation. The controls should move freely, 

smoothly, and with no jitter. 

Looking forward to hearing what topics you all would like covered as we start our safety 

dialog in Airborne Reader. Maybe next issue, we can review pre-flight and start-up 

checklists. 

Thanks for the opportunity to check-in on the safety aspects of our fine hobby. 

Happy flying! 

Tim J. Stahlke 



 
"THE STORY OF A CORSAIR"          

I am going to tell you a story about a Top Flite "CORSAIR" 

I decided to build one of these right after I retired and had some time now to build air-

craft that I wanted to build.  And of course, like I always do, I wanted to build one that 

is not available as a kit and to me has much better lines.  So I am converting this kit 

into a F2-G version. 

It only requires modifications to the oil cooler intakes on the wing.  Now the fuselage 

is a different story.  The only part of the fuselage you are able to use out of the kit is 

the lower section from the wing back to the tail.  All the rest has to be modified and 

scratched. 

This version of the Corsair had a R-4360 C.I., 4 rows of 7 cylinders radial.  So the 

cowl is much longer and the cooling flaps are very different.  The way I accomplished 

this is by buying a second cowl and adding it to the first. 

This version also has a bubble canopy, taken off a P-47, and the whole top of the fu-

selage is different.  So that had to be modified.  I bought a couple Sig 13" WWII cano-

pies.  One I cut out as the framing and use the other for the glass.  And the vertical tail 

is also taller. 

Other than these changes, I wasn't going to get to carried away with the scale of this 

aircraft and decided to use the built up fuselage and cowl.  Usually after doing this, I 

use the fuselage and cowl as plugs and make glass units here.  (Big Mistake) 



Corsair continued…. 

Now Top flite recommends the 90 Degree rotating gear that Robart makes for this air-

craft, so I purchased a set of them and the working struts. 

While installing these retracts in the Corsair, I discover a situation that many other 

modelers building this aircraft discover.             "Robart is Lying" 

They don't make a set of 90 degree retracts for the Corsair.  These retracts are for any 

other type of fighter aircraft that have a straight wing and some dihedral.  But not the 

Corsair with it's bent wings.  These retracts retract 100 degrees which is great, but 

they also rotate 100 degrees which is terrible. 

Now you look at these retracts and ask yourself:   What woud be so difficult for them 

to make a set of these that only rotate 80 degrees for the Corsair????  Have they nev-

er seen these retracts and how they work in a Corsair?  I guess not.  It is very frustrat-

ing to me to work with "Manufacturer's Defective Products"  Having been in the busi-

ness of manufacturing RC items, I can tell you, I would not tolerate it coming from me.  

But moving along, I put them in there like most other modelers do and just let the inner 

edge of the wheels stick out of the wing when retracted. 

Now I go to the hobby shop, talk to the know-it-all that works there and he recom-

mends a OS .75 AX for this aircraft.  Sounds good to me, since the kit recommends 

between a 60 to 90.  At least this motor has the muffler system that will fit in the cowl. 

I finish building this Corsair, it looks great, but it winds up being a wall hanger because 

I am so busy on other models (F-4), I just don't have time for it.   



Corsair continued…    A couple years later I finally get around to it.  I line up on the 

runway and give it throttle and off it goes.  And does it go !!!  I have to get down to half 

throttle to get this aircraft speed down to a reasonable one.  This OS .75 AX is way too 

much motor for it.  On future flights I am working with the prop as much as I can to 

slow it down. 

I will say one thing:  This Corsair has everyone's attention.  It is something to see and 

like any Top Flite scale kit you build, it flies absolutely great.  I love it and so do all the 

other modelers at the field. 

Now about six or seven flights into this Corsair, I am making a landing and suddenly it 

goes completely out of control and it is not pretty from there.  We are all standing 

around wondering what happened.  I go out into the field with some friends and ask 

them to pick up every little piece we find. 

We find the battery pack, it is still in its foam and on the firewall.  I put a tester on the 

pack and it will not read at all.  I open the battery pack and discover one of the metal 

tabs that goes from cell to cell has come unsoldered.  That explains that.  Another 

manufacturers defective product. 

Now comes the fun part:  I love this aircraft and I decide to start all over.  Believe it or 

not, I actually take all the pieces of the fuselage and cowl and glue them together like 

a jug saw puzzle. I smooth them out and turn them into plugs like I should have done 

in the first place.  I glass up a new fuselage, cowl, and a ingenious scale crank case 

for the R-4360 radial.  



Corsair continued…. 

And I get another brain storm:  Instead of 

buying another kit, just to build the wing 

out of it, (wing parts cost more than the 

kit), I decide that I will save some time 

and purchase one of Top Flite's ARF Cor-

sair wings.  (another Big Mistake) 

Top Flites ARF stuff is obviously made in 

China.  This wing is nothing but junk.  It is 

glued together with some sort of glue I 

have never seen before.  The retract 

mounts are made of Mahogany instead of good hardwood.  Nothing on the wing is 

lined up and all forms of attempted good hingeing of surfaces did not happen.  There 

is a plastic housing where the wheels rest in the wing and they don't even let the re-

tracts completey retract to get the wheels anywhere near in the wing. 

So here I am with this thing and spending as much time re-working it as it would have 

taken me to build another one myself and it still looks like crap. ( I should have re-

turned it) 

I finally get it built again and now my other half is retiring and we are moving out of 

California.   The painting will have to wait.  Takes a year to get settled out here in Ten-

nessee.  Finally, time to paint this aircraft.   If you look at the photos of my first one, 

you will notice that I have the color wrong.  It is suppose to be "Insignia Blue".  And 

here I am, out in Tennesse and can't find a PPG automotive paint dealer, or any other 

"Insignia Blue" paint. (after I paint it, I finally find one). 



I decide I will use Top flite's spray cans of  "Insignia Blue"  (another Big Mistake).  This 

stuff took many coats to cover and produced major overspray in all the tight corners.  

Ended up costing as much as buying PPG paint.   

And now I am going to try another 

clear product.  Dupont makes a 

clear that is already mixed, comes in 

a gallon can and you just shoot it 

and doesn't use a hardener or re-

quire a respirator. (another Big Mis-

take).  After sanding down all the 

overspray in the Blue, this clear 

goes on too dry and produces it's 

own overspray all over it again. 

Yes I am flying it.  And it does 

fly great.  I have gone to elec-

tric in it with a RimFire 1.20, 

Castle 90 amp ESC, BEC, and 

6000 mah 6 cell. Turning a 

14/6 Master Airscrew gives me 

perfect performance. 

And if you don't look real 

close, and you are not a weird 

stickler for scale and detail like 

I am, it looks good 

too.  

But this aircraft de-

serves better than 

this.  To be contin-

ued ........... 

PS:  I want you to 

know I am not just 

bad mouthing any 

manufacturers 

here.  I am telling 

you like it is.  



Tom Cat Air Show 2014, Morgan Hill, CA     

7/22/14 

SCCMAS Tom Cats of Morgan Hill, CA had another successful air show!  It ran a full 

two days, July 12
th
 and 13th.   

There were Warbirds, bi-planes and jets oh my!  I was only able to attend Sunday the 

13
th
, this year as I was covering a full size air show up North at the Truckee/Tahoe air-

port, for Flightline Media.  I’m doing a little article writing and photography for them 

this year.  Couldn’t ask for a more beautiful venue.   

Many familiar faces along with many new ones.  Again it was a huge success for the 

community and for the hobby of RC modeling.  There was a schedule we tried to stick 

to throughout the event which included the good ‘ol reliable “Things that Should Not 

Fly and, Snoopy and the Red Baron(this year it was Snoopy and the Orange Waco  

HAHA)  Tim Stahlke loaned it to Chris Luvara  to fly it for the crowd this year.  Snoopy 

won both days, but the Waco landed unharmed both days.  During the mid day break 

many of the SCCMAS members contributed their time in teaching anyone from the 

crowd that wanted to try flying an RC model.  Thank you to all of those that helped 

with that. 









As always I had a great time taking photos, but as we know it’s also about the sociali-

zation with the crowd that makes an event.  For me anyways.  I’ve known some of 

these people, thru my Dad, for many years.  I’ve seen a lot of you out there for years, 

but never had the opportunity to sit down and chat.  This year I made more time for 

the “chatting” than the photography.  I still got some great shots to document the day’s 

events.   

This year we did have something new, which actually went over pretty big with the 

crowd.  Tim Jones flew his incredible model of the Blue Angels’ Fat Albert.  Along with 

the flight, Walter Colby did a great job in announcing and making the flight more excit-

ing.  Thank you to both of you for adding a new fun element to the event. 

Once Sunday slowed down and the crowd started heading out, the socialization con-

tinued and a few people took some well deserved naps.   

Until next year…… 

Reno is only  a few weeks away!  See you there!  Hopefully at the top of Home Pylon 

again! 

Kelly Collin- 



Dear Michael: 

A friend of mine from RCGroups sent me a PDF copy of the July issue of Airborne 
Reader.  I just finished reading it. 

What a marvelous e-zine! 

Thank you for taking time to produce it, and thank you to George Miller on his excel-
lent article on finishing his Roto-Finish. There were lots of great tips that I was unfa-
miliar with and will help me finish a PT-60 that I’m currently building. 

Best regards, Chris Crown 

Thoughts from our readers…. 

Here's an event flyer for you for our upcoming show, maybe you can include in one or more of 
your publications?  Excellent work BTW, it's nice to see something like this coming about since 
the demise of RC Report.   Greg Roper      President, BCMA 

Thank you for the Airborne Reader.  I sure enjoy it very much.  Dave G.  

Thanks again for a great newsletter. Especially liked the painting article. 
BTW, there was an underscore in the file extension that made it hard to open the file. 
Murray (aka RC_Fanatic) 

Mike, Thank you for the latest Airborne Reader. Very interesting to us who still build scale. 

Thank you again, Bruce Harlow.     Myrtle Creek, Or.  

Hi,  Thanks for the Airborne Reader. 
 As a doctor I did some articles about Heat exhaustion and Heat Stroke. Your article is helpful in that it gets 
attention to these two diseases. But there are some critical items you need to add. 
 While heat exhaustion is important Heat Stroke is a life threatening emergency! A patient with Heat Stroke 
should be taken by ambulance or maybe even helicopter to the nearest ER as quickly as possible. The symptoms of 
both are similar. You mentioned them. Lethargy and confusion are significant findings and as you pointed out it is im-
portant to note whether there is sweating or not. Always remove either patient from the sun, give fluid, remove cloth-
ing, cool them in the shade or air conditioning and by putting water on them to evaporate. 
 But the most important thing is their temperature. With heat exhaustion the temperature will be normal.  
With Heat Stroke the temperature  will be elevated above 98 degrees. A major characteristic of Heat Stroke is the loss 
of the body's ability to self-regulate temperature and that is important. 
 At any gathering someone should always have a thermometer. When someone starts acting like they have a 
heat injury, take their temp. if it is normal, get them in the shade, cool them down, hydrate them, etc. But if the temp 
is elevated CALL 911 and cool them, hydrate them if awake, wet them to cool, etc. But GET THEM TO AN ER!! It is a life 
threatening emergency. 
 This is a great subject and important to cover every now and then, especially in the spring. At a big event the 
medical people should have a thermometer but at club events without medical coverage having a thermometer in the 
car or clubhouse or first aid kit would be a very good idea. 
Keep up the good work.    DrMarty     Thank you very much DrMarty. 



Rotating Fuselage Holder 
(written by) Pat Pending (actually, Steve Leslie, Not Patrick Pending) 

 

Spray painting isn’t my greatest skill; I find that painting anything that isn’t flat 
and laying horizontal results in runs, uneven coats and generally poor results. 
The vertical (curved) surfaces of fuselages are particularly prone to this issue, in 
addition, as the fuselage has to sit on something while it’s being painted I find I 
can’t paint the whole thing at one time and have to wait on paint drying then ro-
tate to a different position before painting the rest of the item. 

I had a brain wave a couple of years ago that if I could suspend the fuselage be-
tween two points and be able to rotate it, I could paint the whole thing, and, ro-
tate it while it dried to eliminate runs (well most of them). 

I saw a battery operated Rotisserie kit on line (@ $30 on Amazon and other 
sites) made for the “Son of Hiba-
chi” grills which I purchased then 
modified to hold and rotate a fu-
selage. 

The first picture shows the con-
traption as you get it, the orange 
piece is the battery housing and 
small gearbox which is the end I 

use on the firewall 
with a round ply-
wood plate screwed 
on, the other end is 
a handle with a 
wood screw brazed 
onto the square 
shaft that is 
screwed into the 
rudder post of the 
fuselage (may modi-
fy that to be a “Tee” 
bracket that can 
have two screws to 
make it stronger). 

 



The two black flat steel pieces 
(which would be what you clamp 
to your BBQ to hold the rotating 
assembly) were then clamped to 
a car axle stand on one end and 
on the other end just bent then 
screwed to a wooden box I had 
which the driven and non-driven 
ends of my rotator then slot into. 

The fuselage can then be paint-
ed, rotated slowly, stopped at a 
given position etc. as you paint or 
wait for paint to dry.  

 

First plane I painted with this device 
was my Great Planes Ultra Sport 60, 
next one was my Giant Yellow Aircraft 
P-40 (sadly no longer with us), most 
recent use of the device was painting 
my Mid West AT-6 which is glassed 
over sheeted balsa and painted with 
Warbird Colors Orange Yellow paint.  
It is 84” span  1/6 scale and has the 
NGH 38cc Four stroke Gas engine for 
power, should fly in a few weeks (I 
hope). 

By Steve Leslie 

From The Alvin RC Model 
Airplane Association in 

Alvin Texas.  

Steve the author lives in 
Pearland, TX. 

 



More than a safety note... 

Hi All, 

"I DID IT",  Yes, after 58 years of flying 
model aircraft, I finally have done it.  I 
have joined the club. I don't think I have 
had a day that actually went that bad in 
a long time.  I actually was expecting a 
MAC truck or something to run over me 
on the way home. 

I have brought my Corsair and 
"Katonka" to the flying field.  Good day, 
almost no wind at all. I am still working 
with this Corsair and trying to get every-
thing running right on it before I start re-building it with the new scale wing and the 
new paint job. 

The last time at the field I made two flights and the motor ran perfectly.  (I do not know 
why it would quit after a couple of minutes in the flight ,twice, the time before).  I re-
programmed the ESC with their link and that seemed to solve the problem.   

So today it is my plan to experiment  with landings and see if this aircraft really needs 
functioning flaps. And on the second flight I am going to put my scale dummy engine 
back over the motor and see if it will not heat up the motor. (Though that was the 
problem with it quitting before, removed it for the second flight and it still did it). 

About three minutes into the flight the motor suddenly hesitates twice.  Takes off again 
and does it again shortly.  So I go into landing mode without flaps and it makes a very 
nice landing.  Check the motor and it does seem to be a little hot. 

I change the battery  and get ready for the second flight.  I have something I always 
do with my aircraft.  I check everything out  before every flight.  I have it on the table, I 
pump up the retracts,, energize the aircraft, pick it up and cycle the gear.  I set it back 
down and instead of immediately removing my safety plug for the battery, I reach over 
to remove the air pump, and my forearm brushes the throttle stick on the radio.(The 
radio should also never be that close to the aircraft) 

"BANG"  Just that quick it has caught the back of my hand. 

This is some really dumb stuff here.  Time for a wake up call on my safety proce-
dures.   These electric model aircraft are much more dangerous than fueled aircraft. 

That is why I am writing this.  It can and will happen to anyone who gets lackadaisical 
with safety.  It may have taken me 58 years to get caught by a prop, but that doesn't 
change anything.  I probably was overdue. 

 

More to read continued……. 



And here is another little tid-bit that happened on the second flight: 

 

 After the fellow modelers get my hand dressed for me, I am ready for a second 
flight.  I turn my transmitter on, carry the aircraft out to the runway and set it down.  I 
then install the energizing plug that turns on the ESC and the receivers (Spectrum 
DX8 with two receivers).   

 Suddenly the prop is spinning.  I look at my transmitter and everything is in it's 
proper position.  Now I am getting control surface movement. 

 Now I get a call from a fellow modeler that he has control of my aircraft.  He is at 
a start up stand and sure enough when he moves a control on his radio, my aircraft is 
responding. 

 How can this be??  I thought these 2.4 MHZ with two signals being sent can't do 
this !!!!!  And his radio isn't even a Spectrum. 

 I pull the energizing plug out and plug it back in.  He tries again and now he no 
longer has control of my aircraft. 

 

 I have never seen this happen, neither has any other modeler there. (and there 
is a bunch of them). 
 

Have you??? 
 

 I make my second flight.  Again the motor suddenly hesitates a couple of times 
after a few minutes.  I again go into landing mode and make a nice landing.  I taxi over 
to me and pull the plug and touch the motor.  It is hotter than it should be.  Time to do 
a draw test on this motor. 

 And to finish everything off, while putting everything away to load up, the tip of 
my cigarette falls off and burns my upper leg.  (yes, we smoke in the pits out here in 
Tennessee)  Been decades sense that has happened. 

So all and all, I haven't had a day that bad at the flying field that I can remember. 

           George Miller "Katonka" 

 

Wow george. I have never seen another 2.4 transmitter operate anoth-
er modelers airplane….unless the guy was binding his transmitter at 
the same time you were getting ready to fly, then he just bound to 
your plane...but you said it didn’t work after you unhooked from the 
power and reaplied?  

         Any thoughts from our readers? Please reply to myself or 
george...and george let us know! 



A  day with a local club, RAMAC 

Or The…. Redding Area Miniature Aircraft Club 

Based out of Shasta lake City, CA 
 

These photos are of an almost weekly float fly the club holds on Whiskeytown lake. 

It’s a beautiful spot and many have enjoyed these casual gatherings especially myself! 

Over the years it has been a very friendly, very happy and fun club. 

 

Do you have a fun club? Send us a couple pictures of your club. It doesn’t have to be 

a big huge club. If you enjoy it I am sure others would like to see a few pictures of it as 

well! 



Hollister Air Show 2014  

Since I have been covering Air Shows for Flight Line Media I have been meeting a lot 

of great people.  I am also seeing that a lot of the same people attend these air shows 

despite where they are held.  The weekend before the Hollister event I flew in FiFi, the 

only air worthy B29 Superfortress.  I met some great people that weekend and low 

and behold they were also in Hollister.  I was walking toward the P51’s at the far end 

and I heard, “Hey P51 Girl”.  I had never really been called that before, but I knew 

they meant me.  I turned around and it was John who I had met the week before in 

Salinas.  He was attending this air show with his same grandson.  It was nice to see.   

Hollister Airport has some very fond memories for me.  My first skydiving experience, 

first flight in a P51 Mustang with Dan Martin in Ridge Runner III(with my dad who was 

just so filled with emotions he couldn’t control himself.  And I was the one flying…

HAHA), and my second flight with Dan Martin to celebrate my late father’s birthday, 

May 5
th
.   

 









The Hollister Air Show was bigger than I expected.  There were five P51 Mustangs 

and even a B25.  One of the P51’s, Straw Boss, was flown by one of the guys at our 

R/C (remote control) flying field, in Morgan Hill, CA.  In attendance was also the 

Grimm Reaper which used to be stored and flown out of Castle AFB, but now resides 

in Hollister as well.  In 2004 I had the privilege to fly in the Grimm Reaper, oh about 15

-20 feet off the tarmac at over 350 mph.  (Jeff I have the video if you can insert that 

onto the Flight Media site somewhere)  Eddie Andreni’s P51 was there also in pristine 

condition.  Absolutely gorgeous.  Later that day the P51’s all flew together with the 

B25 and did a tribute to Eddie, performing a missing man formation.   

There were a lot of Civilian aircraft as well, but my heart belongs to the WWII era air-

planes. 

At the other end of the displays the SCCMAS R/C Model Club from Morgan Hill, CA. 

was there trying to drum up interest in the hobby of R/C modeling.   They had a good 

crowd around them most of the day. 

My words can only explain certain things, but a photo can speak volumes.  Please en-

joy the photos I took from the days adventures. 

Kelly Collin- 


